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participation by the church in state ceremonies; the right to open
primary, secondary, and higher schools for professional as well as
general education, enjoying state privileges; the compulsory teach-
ing of religion in secular schools; the recognition of legal rights for
church institutions; and, finally, the maintenance of the church
and its schools to be provided for by the state budget. The realiza-
tion of this program would mean not only the preservation, but
considerable expansion of the church's old privileges. Naturally the
Provisional Government could not consent to these demands, so
the church spokesmen referred to it as "anti-Christian," It was in
this state of mind that the elections to the Local Church Council
took place, its convocation having been announced by the Holy
Synod in a proclamation on April 29,1917.
The convocation of the Council realized an old desire of both
progressive and conservative members of the church. Among the
concessions granted by Emperor Nicholas II in 1905 was also the
promise of this convocation, and a preliminary session of the Pre-
Council Committee began its work in January 1906, continuing
throughout the year. As the liberals were in the minority, the pro-
gram worked out by the Committee was a strictly conservative one.
With the dissolution of the First Duma the session of the Com-
mittee also came to an end. The promise to convoke the Council for
the celebration of the tercentenary of the House of Romanov in
1913 was not fulfilled. It was brought into effect by the first revo-
lutionary government. The Chief Procurator of the Holy Synod in
the Provisional Government, Vladimir Lvov, a former member of
the Duma, profiting by his power, dismissed the old reactionary
members of the Synod and replaced them with others, who were
considered more or less liberal. In the proclamation of April 29,
193:7, the Holy Synod, in referring to "the widespread revival of
the church, inspired by liberal principles," stated that "with the
change of regime the established church could not preserve the old
order which had outlived its time." Another announcement, on
July 5, concerning the Council, also mentioned the renovation of
the church and the intention to attract to the Council all its "living-
forces." Professors with liberal tendencies were invited to join the
Pre-Council Committee. On August 12, 1917, the Committee pre-
sented a memorandum to the Synod in which it spoke of "reforms